
Jamie Cleveland, Senior Product and Service Manager for Outdoor Lighting, Duke Energy 

Jamie oversees the development of Duke Energy’s outdoor lighting control and digital signage offerings, 

which the company aims to commercialize in the first half of 2017. Having recently joined Duke Energy, 

he brings over 25 years of achievement in product development, project management and new business 

development, primarily in the lighting and solar photovoltaic (PV) industries. Jamie holds a Bachelor of 

Arts in economics from Holy Cross College in Worcester, Mass., and an MBA from the University of 

Chicago Booth School of Business. 

Sarah Collins, Regulatory Affairs Associate, NC League of Municipalities  

Sarah joined the N.C. League of Municipalities’ Governmental Affairs team in January 2014 and 

advocates throughout the legislative and regulatory process on behalf of North Carolina’s cities and 

towns. Sarah also represents League members' interests with legislators and a variety of state and 

federal agencies as well as appointed boards. Sarah’s most recent advocacy issue areas of focus 

include: water resources, water quality, investor-owned electrical utility service, public safety and local 

government retirement.  

Sarah is a member of the North Carolina Bar and holds a Juris Doctor from Campbell University School of 

Law and a Bachelor of Arts in political science from Meredith College. In addition, Sarah is a member of 

the N.C. Bar Association’s Environment, Energy and Natural Resources Law Section Council. 

Jim Cowling, Outdoor Lighting Director, Duke Energy 

Jim began working in the electric utility industry in 1981 as a co-op student; one of his first roles was 

promoting and designing outdoor lighting installations. He has worked for three major electric utilities, 

including Duke Energy. Jim received a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering in 1986 from Auburn 

University and a master’s degree in business administration from the University of Central Florida in 1999. 

He holds a professional engineering license and is also a Certified Energy Manager. His work experience 

has primarily been customer-facing, including roles in the areas of distribution engineering, major 

accounts, energy efficiency, load management, power quality, external relations, distribution operations, 

economic development, nonregulated services and sales, and outdoor lighting. Jim is married to his wife, 

Kathy, of 29 years, and they have two daughters, Emily and Sarah. His hobbies include golf, trips to the 

beach and visiting historical sites.   

Cheryl English, Vice President of Government and Industry Relations, Acuity Brands 

Cheryl English is the Vice President of Government and Industry Relations for Acuity Brands. She is 

responsible for energy and sustainability programs, regulatory activities, government relations and 

industry activities.  

Cheryl is the Vice President, President Elect for the Illuminating Engineering Society (IES) and has been 

active in the society for over 35 years. She is a fellow in the IES as well as a recipient of its Distinguished 

Service Award. Cheryl serves on the Board of Managers for the National Electrical Manufacturers 

Association and received the NEMA Kite and Key Award recognizing her contributions to advancing 

interests of the electrical industry. She has also served on the board of directors for the National Institute 

of Building Sciences. Cheryl was selected to serve on the executive advisory committee for FLEXLAB at 

UC Berkeley, focusing on low-energy experiments in buildings. She commonly works with the U.S. 

Department of Energy, California Energy Commission and other policymakers to promote energy-efficient 

technologies in high-performance buildings.  

Cheryl has been instrumental in the development of standards for outdoor lighting, serving on the IES 

TM-15 task group, resulting in the luminaire classifications for backlight, uplight and glare (commonly 



referred to as the BUG ratings). She also served on the IDA/IES Model Lighting Ordinance task group 

from 2005-2011. She is a lifetime member of the International Dark Sky Association.  

As Chairman of the Besal Lighting Education Fund, Cheryl is committed to supporting education with 
student scholarships in lighting engineering. She also serves as Executive VP of the McClung Lighting 
Research Foundation, focusing on funding to advance lighting research.  
 
Cheryl completed her master’s degree in the Georgia State University Executive MBA program. She 
earned her Bachelor of Science degree in architectural engineering with an option in Illumination and 
electrical systems at the University of Colorado.  
 
Kent Fonvielle, Director of Regulatory Affairs, Duke Energy 
Kent has 25 years of experience in numerous areas of the utility industry. He began in Nuclear with both 

Duke Power and Carolina Power and Light. Kent then moved to Retail Account Management and 

Wholesale Power as well as Fuels. In Fuels, Kent managed long-term fuel strategies and origination 

activities. Kent also pioneered Duke Energy Progress’ (DEP) Renewables group. Recently, he played a 

lead role in our acquisition of North Carolina Eastern Municipal Power Agency’s  assets, which created 

significant savings for our DEP customers. 

Dawn Guy, Duke Energy Progress Region Outdoor Lighting Manager 

Dawn has had over 35 years of experience with Duke Energy and has spent over 10 years in the outdoor 

lighting business. Her experience includes various leadership roles in customer service including Call 

Center Supervisor, Revenue Services Supervisor and Training Development. She currently supports 

Duke Energy’s outdoor lighting business as Regional Manager for Carolinas East – Duke Energy 

Progress.  

 

Eddie Shaw, Duke Energy Carolinas Region Outdoor Lighting Manager 

Eddie currently supports Duke Energy’s outdoor lighting business as Regional Manager for the Carolinas 

Region, where he is responsible for strategic planning, growth and business optimization. Eddie has over 

35 years in the utility industry working in a variety of roles including: Outdoor Lighting Product Manager, 

Work Management Manager and Consultant with Duke Energy and Duke Engineering & Services’ 

organization.  


